Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Prince Edward Island

Christmas party

Yes Virginia there is a Santa Claus, and in our case, it is the Confederation Centre of the

Arts! After the loss of a sponsor, the staff of the Centre stepped in and provided support

during a very busy time.

Initially, the Christmas party was scheduled to take place on Sunday, December 6™ but

unfortunately, Mother Nature had other plans! Since Matches were travelling from all

over the island, we were forced to postpone the party. When we returned to the office

after the storm, we regrouped and rescheduled.

On Monday, December 14" nearly 80 Bigs and Littles celebrated the season by

making Christmas wreathes, decorations and home-made cards. In between craft

stations, some Matches played board games together. After enjoying some hot

chocolate and cookies, everyone gathered to participate in a Christmas pantomime

and sing carols. Before the end of the evening, our Littles were visited by the Big Guy

in red, who brought gifts and greetings from the North Pole.

Once again, we would like to send a Great Big thank you to the Confederation Centre. We would also like to thank

Holland College, Linda Burke, and a number of other donors for providing support for the party. Finally, we would like to

thank our volunteers Sandy Affleck, Stephanie Fitzgerald, Valerie Vuillemot,

Caroline Crawford, Tristan Gray, Katie Rankin, Walter Pirch, Hazel St Amand,

and everyone else who helped make the party such a great success!

Notable News

In-School Mentor update

Match support has been working overtime to finish
matching In-school Mentors. By the end of January, 66
mentors had met new little friends in 19 schools across
the island. Thank you to everyone who is changing a life
one hour at time! Beryl MacMillan has also been busy

updating the In-school mentor activity boxes. If you have

e

any suggestions about what you would
like to see in your box or if you would like
to make a donation, please contact us at
569-KIDS.

Facebook & Twitter

You can now follow us on Facebook

and Twitter; look for the links on the front page of our
website (www.bbbspei.ca). We are currently posting

Bowl for Kids Sake fundraising tips, mentoring activity
suggestions, interesting videos and articles, links to our
newsletters, and pictures of recent events. About the
only thing we don’t post are pictures or last names of our
Littles. Join the conversation - start a discussion page,
make a suggestion, share your experience, or comment

on anything you see.




Bow( for Kids Sake

Bowl for Kids Sake is a major fundraiser that has been around for more than 30 years! Now’s your
chance to be an every-day super hero, by collecting some much needed money for Island children.
There are lots of fun new prizes and everyone who raises $100 will receive a t-shirt, an Air Canada ballot,
and recognition on the Wall of Fame. On Saturday March 6th or Sunday March 7th, come celebrate your
success with 75 minutes of free bowling, refreshments provided by Subway and Pepsi, and great

Raise & Win prizes!

Money raised will help us recruit and screen volunteers, professionally support our matches, run programs like Kids N
Kops, host events for our Big/Little matches, provide materials for In-School Mentors, and increase the number of Island
children we serve. If you would like to be a team captain, please e-mail us at info@bbbspei.ca

Raise & Win Prizes

Raise $100 and we will give you a t-shirt and a ballot for
the Air Canada draw. Raise more money and you will
qualify for more ballots and other prizes. It's easier than
you think! And our BFKS staff would be happy to give you
any support you need!

Raise Prize

$100 T-Shirt & 1 Air Canada ballot

$250 $25 Wilsons Esso gift card & 4 ballots
S$500  $50 Wal-mart gift card & 9 ballots

S$750 $75 Canadian Tire card & 14 ballots

$1000 S$100 Future Shop gift card & 19 ballots
$1500 $150 Winners Choice gift card & 29 ballots

Air Canada Draw

Some lucky Island bowler will win two

return tickets to any Air Canada

destination in North America including Hawaii, Mexico,
and the Caribbean courtesy of Air Canada. Raise $100
and receive a ballot. For every additional $50 you raise,
you’ll receive another ballot!

On-Line Pledging

On-line pledging is a great way to raise money. You can
send e- mails to friends and family and the new Facebook
application makes it super easy. Just by receiving on-line
pledges, you will get twice as many Air Canada Ballots.
And you can win great prizes just by receiving pledges on-
line! Go to www.pei.kintera.org/bfks to sign up today.

Volunteers

Bowl for Kids Sake is a huge event. We will need an army
of volunteers to do everything from greeting people to
selling raffle tickets on the lanes. If you are interested in
helping out, please call Heather at 368-7759 or email
heather@bbbspei.ca

New Prizes

e Top Fundraising Team — “Subway Lunch on Us”

e Draw Prize for teams who had all members
raising $100 or more — “Coffee break on Us”

e Top Individual — One night accommodation at any
Rodd Hotel or Resort with breakfast for two

e Top On-line fundraiser — Cow’s Gift Basket

e Early bird draw for team captains who get their
team sheets in by March 1st — Jumbo Video Gift
Basket

e And prizes for Best Individual
Costume, Best Team Costume,
Best Team Name, & Best Team
Spirit

The Big/Little bowl

The Big/Little Bowl will be taking place on Sunday, March
28th from 12:00 pm -2:30 pm at the Murphy Community
Centre in Charlottetown. Bigs & Littles from

Western PEI do have the option to bowl

together in Summerside on Sunday,

March 7th from 12:30 to 1:45 pm.

If you have formed a team with co-workers,

family, or friends, you can still participate in

the Big/Little Bowl - you simply use the same

pledge sheet (you get to bowl twice!) The top

Big/Little Match and top In-school Mentor will

win a special prize. Please call Heather at

368-7759 or email heather@bbbspei.ca to register.

Dream Team

Six children who are either matched to an adult mentor
or who are anxiously waiting their turn are ready to bowl
on your behalf. If you cannot be part of a team, you can
still participate by pledging the

Dream Team!




Bowl for Kids Sake Launch Party

Since Bowl for Kids Sake is a FUN fundraiser, what would be more appropriate than a
launch event that was fun for all ages? On Wednesday, January 27th, the Bowl for Kids
Sake team mingled with BFKS team members, BBBS staff, sponsors, Big and Little Matches,
and friends. Guests began arriving at the Olde Dublin pub at 5 pm. After chatting with
staff and picking up information from the table, guests mingled and snacked on nachos,
egg rolls, and other yummy snacks provided by the Olde Dublin Pub.

After some brief remarks the trivia began. Teams competed in three rounds - Big
Brothers Big Sisters, Bowl for Kids Sake, and Superheroes. In between team questions,
guests answered individual questions for comic books. Although only 2 points
separated our top three teams, Jamie & the Winners took the top prize which included 4
superhero figurines and a hard cover graphic novel. A Great Big thank you goes to the
Olde Dublin Pub for hosting our event and to Lightening Bolt for providing our prizes!

Bowl for Kids Sake Profile- Tremploy

There aren’t many teams that can say they have been participating in Bowl for Kids
Sake for as long as Tremploy! According to Nick Blanchard, Executive Director, teams
from Tremploy have been supporting the fundraiser for more than 25 years. Over that
time, they have raised more than $20,000 for Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Each year, eight intellectually challenged adults come together to form a team.

Although the team is supported by two staff members, the clients primarily raise funds

on their own by collecting pledges. With the help of family and staff they also run a bake sale at the Enman Street
location. Last year, the team raised $1188, earning everyone a t-shirt. When asked why he likes to participate, Paul said
that he enjoys helping kids. Janice, an avid bowler, said she likes the bowling best, while other team members picked
the Subway subs as their favourite part of the fundraiser. We would like to send a Great Big Thank You to Tremploy for
their enduring support!

More Notable News
Local Go Big and Go Anywhere winner! Our Big Wish List
BBBS Alumni has been promoting membership with the -Big Brothers!
Go Big and Go Anywhere contest. Anyone who signed up -Little Sisters
for alumni or who referred a friend during the campaign -Volunteers for the Bowl for Kids Sake
was entered into a draw for one of 10 roundtrips for 2 -Craft supplies, games, etc for school boxes
anywhere on West Jet’s regular schedule. For the first -Mis-tinted paint

time someone from PElI won. Congratulations to Derek

) ) . ) Panther Passes
Lawther, a former long-time Big! For more information
about BBBS Alumni visit

http://www.bbbsalumni.ca/en/home/default.aspx

Looking for something free to do
with your Little this winter? The UPEI
Athletic Department recently donated

a large number of passes that are good

Activity suggestion — In-school Mentors @ for any regular Panther home game. If you would like to
-Learn a new card game /

@ take your little to a hockey or basketball game before
-Make up new rules to an old board game Nt April 30" please call Heather at 368-7760 or email
-Act out nursery rhymes

heather@bbbspei.ca.




Staff changes

It has been an eventful few months at Big Brothers Big Sisters. Our Executive Director,

Yvonne Cartner, has been experiencing health problems. Myron Yates, a former

school principal, Unicef volunteer, and HR specialist, will be the Interim Executive

Director until June. We also said goodbye to one of our long-term match support

team members this fall. Amy MacLean left Big Brothers Big Sisters in November to

join the PEI Newcomer’s Association. She will be missed! Jenna Mackay will be taking

over Amy’s case load in early February.

In January, several new faces (and one old one) joined the Bowl for Kids Sake team.

Taunya Murchison, our new team recruiter, joined us in early January. Not only is

Taunya a former BFKS participant, she wrote the Eastern Graphic article on our

fundraiser last year. Lynn Bradley, a team recruiter from last year’s campaign,

graciously stepped in for a couple of weeks to help the team get up to speed. We wish

her well as she starts her studies at Holland College! Juanita Bradley, our new BFKS

assistant joined the team at the beginning of February.

Other Notable News

Volunteers

Big Brothers Big Sisters relies on the support of a core of
dedicated volunteers. In addition to more than 200
mentors, we also have a group of administrative
volunteers who have been regularly helping out in the
office. Since the beginning of December, they have
stuffed almost 1800 tax receipts, wrapped gifts for the
Xmas party, packed hundreds of Bowl for Kids Sake kits,
photocopied application forms, and prepared the Bowl|
for Kids Sake mail-out. A Great Big thank you to
Stephanie Fitzgerald, Valerie Vuillemot, Sandy Affleck,
Yuki, and Caroline Crawford for all of their help!

Activity Suggestions - Bigs
-Volunteer together

-Go Bowling ! If you haven't gotten
a Bowling pass yet this year, please email
heather@bbbspei.ca.

-Go tobogganing and have hot chocolate afterwards

Hockey tickets

This year, the PEI Rocket launched a new

ticket donation program which allows fans

to donate unused tickets to Big Brothers

Big Sisters, Children’s Wish, and the Boys

and Girls Club. We would like to say a Great Big Thank
You to the PEI Rocket for providing some of our Littles the
chance to see a live sporting event!

Community Outreach

Attending events and making presentations is a great way
for us to spread the word about BBBS. Over the last few
months we have attended mixers, given presentations,
and had booths at public events. We also put together
Wii events to promote Bowl for Kids Sake at UPEI Panther
Games and the Holland College

Winter Carnival. If you are

interested in having someone

from Big Brothers Big Sisters

attend your event or make a

presentation to your business or service group, please
email Heather at heather@bbbspei.ca

Our newsletter

Tell us about your Big Brother Big Sister experience! If you have a story or photos to share, please contact us.
If you have any questions, comments about our newsletter, or an e-mail change, please contact us by phone at 368-

7759 or 1-877-411-3729 or by email at heather@bbbspei.ca




